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NAIDOC WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [2.06 pm]: NAIDOC Week celebrates the 
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. This year, NAIDOC celebrations 
are centred on the theme “Always Was, Always Will Be” to recognise that the First Nations people have occupied 
and cared for all Australian landscapes for over 65 000 years. 
We have come a long way. There is no longer debate in our society that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples were Australia’s first explorers, first navigators, first engineers, first farmers, first botanists, first scientists, 
first diplomats, first astronomers and first artists. In fact, this is now widely embraced. Traditional ownership is 
now recognised over the vast majority of Western Australian lands through the native title system, which is both 
respected and celebrated by mainstream Western Australian society. The native title system enables the state of 
Western Australia to continue making agreements with traditional owners throughout our state, whether they are 
in settled areas, such as Geraldton and the midwest, or remote regions, such as the Gibson Desert. These local and 
regional agreements are fundamental to evolving partnerships between traditional owners, the state government 
and industry. These agreements are promoting better management of our conservation estate and advancing economic 
and social development for Aboriginal people and the wider community. 
Consistent with how the community now respects Aboriginal people’s traditional connection to land and culture, 
new legislation has been drafted to replace the archaic Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. The proposed new heritage 
protection laws will put Aboriginal people at the centre of a new heritage regime by empowering traditional owners 
to determine the significance of their cultural heritage and to protect those places through agreements with land 
users. Good cultural heritage protection is fundamental to resetting the relationship between First Nations people and 
the state of Western Australia. It is also central to the social and economic development of Aboriginal communities. 
All levels of government have a role to play in this relationship through embedding reconciliation and influencing 
change in the everyday business of government. I will ask Western Australian leaders from the public, private and 
non-government organisation sectors at tomorrow’s NAIDOC Week breakfast to reflect on that fact and on what 
“Always Was, Always Will Be” means to them. I will also reflect on our government’s ambitious agenda for change 
and highlight that a new relationship is being forged between the state of Western Australia and First Nations 
people, towards empowering Aboriginal people to protect their cultural heritage and make agreements for long-term 
economic and social development. 
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